RISK ASSESSMENT: HORSE HANDLING

Version 1/ 24.08.2025

Horses for Good

WHAT ARE THE
HAZARDS?

WHO MIGHT BE
HARMED AND HOW?

WHAT ARE YOU
ALREADY DOING?

DO YOU NEED TO DO
ANYTHING ELSE TO
CONTROL THIS RISK?

ACTION BY WHO?

ACTION BY
WHEN?

Grooming

Leading out to the
field

Employee
Apprentice
Volunteer
Clients

POSSIBLE INJURIES

Knocked into
Trodden on
Nipped

Kicked

Employee

Horse to be securely
tied up using lead ropes
on bale twine

Participants are
supervised one to one

All staff/volunteers have
received formal training

All staff/volunteers have
received written work
instructions

All staff/volunteers have
received instructions on
each individual horses
risks

Horses to be lead one at
a time

Max number to be lead
2 at a time

Appropriate clothing to

We have extra, topic
related staff/volunteer
one to one training
sessions during rota
hours

We are offering
additional monthly
staff/volunteer training
sessions

We have extra, topic
related staff/volunteer
one to one training
sessions during rota
hours

We are offering
additional monthly

Nat Stobbe, Groom,
Facilitator

Nat Stobbe, Groom,
Facilitator

ongoing

ongoing
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Catching in the field

Apprentice
Volunteer
Clients

POSSIBLE INJURIES

Trodden on

Bitten

Dragged

Knocked into/over
Rope burn

Kicked

Employee

be worn - riding hat,
riding boots, gloves

Horses to stay in
routine, same paddock,
same companions,
same order

Participants are
supervised one to one

All staff/volunteers have
received instructions on
each individual horses
risks

All staff/volunteers have
received formal training

Horses to be lead one at
a time

Max number to be lead
2 at a time

Appropriate clothing to
be worn - riding hat,
riding boots, gloves

Horses to stay in
routine, same stable,
same companions,
same order

Participants are
supervised one to one

staff/volunteer training
sessions

We have extra, topic
related staff/volunteer
one to one training
sessions during rota
hours

We are offering
additional monthly
staff/volunteer training
sessions

Nat Stobbe, Groom,
Facilitator

ongoing
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Leading lessons

Apprentice
Volunteer
Clients

POSSIBLE INJURIES

Kicked

Trodden on
Dragged

Knocked into/over
Rope burn
Employee
Apprentice
Volunteer

Clients

POSSIBLE INJURIES

Kicked
Trodden on
Bitten

Dragged

All staff/volunteers have
received formal training

All staff/volunteers have
received instructions on
each individual horses
risks

Horses to be lead one at
a time

Appropriate clothing to
be worn - riding hat,
riding boots, gloves

Participants are
supervised one to one

All staff/volunteers have
received formal training

All staff/volunteers have
received instructions on
each individual horses
risks

We have extra, topic Nat Stobbe, Groom,
related staff/volunteer Facilitator

one to one training

sessions during rota

hours

We are offering

additional monthly

staff/volunteer training

sessions

ongoing




RISK ASSESSMENT: HORSE HANDLING

Version 1/ 24.08.2025

Tacking up

Clipping

Rope burn
Knocked into/over
Employee
Apprentice
Volunteer

Clients

POSSIBLE INJURIES

Kicked

Trodden on

Bitten

Dragged

Knocked into/over

Employee

Horse to be securely
tied up using lead ropes
on bale twine

Appropriate clothing to
be worn - riding hat,
riding boots, gloves

Participants are
supervised one to one

All staff/volunteers have
received formal training

All staff/volunteers have
received instructions on
each individual horses
risks

Horse to be securely
tied up using lead ropes
on bale twine

Appropriate clothing to
be worn - riding hat,
riding boots, gloves

All staff/volunteers have
received instructions on
each individual horses
risks

We are offering
additional monthly
staff/volunteer training
sessions

We are a non-riding
facility so tacking up is
for learning best
practice methods or for
lunging practice

Facilitator

We are offering Nat Stobbe
additional monthly

staff/volunteer training

sessions

Minimise amount of

clipping to only what is

absolutely necessary

Nat Stobbe, Groom,

ongoing

ongoing
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Holding for
vet/farrier

Apprentice
Volunteer

Clients

POSSIBLE INJURIES
Kicked

Knocked into/over
Trodden on

Bitten

Employee
Apprentice
Volunteer

POSSIBLE INJURIES

Kicked

Trodden on

Bitten

Dragged

Knocked into/over

Rope burn

Appropriate clothing to
be worn - boots

Selected
staff/volunteers have
received formal training

Selected
staff/volunteers have
received formal training

Appropriate clothing to
be worn - riding hat,
riding boots, gloves

Selected
staff/volunteers have
received instructions on
individual horses risks

Only named staff to
undertake this activity

We are offering
additional monthly
staff/volunteer training
sessions

Nat Stobbe, Groom,
Facilitator

ongoing
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Lunging

Loading/unloading
Horse Walker

Employee
Apprentice
Volunteer
Clients

POSSIBLE INJURIES

Kicked

Trodden on

Bitten

Dragged

Knocked into/over
Rope burn
Employee
Apprentice
Volunteer

Clients

POSSIBLE INJURIES
Kicked

Trodden on

Participants are
supervised one to one

Selected
staff/volunteers have
received formal training

Selected
staff/volunteers have
received instructions on
individual horses risks

Participants are
supervised one to one

Selected
staff/volunteers have
received formal training

Selected
staff/volunteers have
received instructions on
individual horses risks

We have extra, topic
related staff/volunteer
one to one training
sessions during rota
hours

We are offering
additional monthly
staff/volunteer training
sessions

We have extra, topic
related staff/volunteer
one to one training
sessions during rota
hours

We are offering
additional monthly
staff/volunteer training
sessions

Nat Stobbe, Groom,
Facilitator

Nat Stobbe, Groom,
Facilitator

ongoing

ongoing
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Loading in
lorry/trailer

Knocked into/over
Rope burn
Employee
Apprentice

POSSIBLE INJURIES

Kicked

Trodden on

Bitten

Knocked into/over

Only named staff to
undertake this activity

Selected
staff/volunteers have
received formal training

Selected
staff/volunteers have
received instructions on
individual horses risks

We do not travel our Nat Stobbe
horses anywhere off site
Loading is practiced for
best practice/apprentice
training

Loading may be
necessary training for
individual horses to
become loadable for
emergency purposes

By highly experienced
persons only

ongoing

THIS RISK ASSESSMENT MUST BE REVIEWED AT LEAST EACH YEAR TO ENSURE IT IS STILL VALID. (SIGN

BELOW)

If you think it might no longer be valid (eg following an accident in the workplace or if there are any significant changes to hazards, such as new work
equipment or work activities, increase or decrease in staff numbers) then a new or revised risk assessment must be undertaken

REVIEW DATE

REVIEW DATE

REVIEW DATE

REVIEW UNDERTAKEN BY
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REVIEW UNDERTAKEN BY

SIGNATURE

SIGNATURE

SIGNATURE
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